
 

 

 

 

 
Minutes of the Friends of St Ann’s Well Gardens AGM   

held on 22 March 2017 

 

Present:- Linda Austin, Juliette Bidwell, Janet Clough, Melanie Davis, Alison Dean, 
Cypress Hill,  Marcus Hill, Anne Hyatt, Juliette Hunting, Kate Packham, Helen Price, 

Mandy Reeves, Graham Somerville, Marlilyn Wallack, Charles Wallack,  

 
Apologies:- Lynn Beun, Fred Gray, Natalie Hall, Clare Tikly, Sandra Tolley 

 

1. Welcome 

Melanie welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 

2. Minutes of the previous AGM 

Minutes of the AGM held on 25th March 2016 were circulated and approved. 

 

3. Matters Arising 
None. 

 

4. Annual Report & Finances 

 

     Melanie Davis introduced the Annual Report and Accounts which were circulated.   
 

Linda drew attention to the Friends’ notable achievements in 2016 (contained in the report):-  

 
The tree interpretation board 

This was installed installed in May 2016 and which now included a phone app of the trail on TiCL;  

 

The Fish Pond  
The Friends had already been in discussions with the Council but stepped in to fund emergency repairs 

and removal of the fish to a safe place; 

 

The Spring Festival 

This was a year without a major sponsor but a record level of donations had been raised . 
 

The Friends were now in discussion with CityParks about a permanent repair of the Fish Pond and were 

committed to fundraising for this.  A local firm, Palmer & Harvey, had expressed interest in helping the 

Friends with fundraising and with practical work in the actual repair. Questions were then asked by 
those present at the meeting about the cost of the repair and the likely timescale. 

 

Linda also referred to the Brighton & Hove City Council’s Parks & Open Spaces consultation and the 

Friends’ active involvement in this. The Council was now carrying out a feasibility of a city-wide Parks 
Foundation, which might enable the fundraising to offset the effect of the local government cuts, which 

had already resulted in a reduction in park maintenance. A question was also raised about whether 

Section 106 money relating to recent contruction of falts in Davigdor Road & Nizells Avenue was 

available. 
 

It was noted that the accounts (attached to the Annual Report) were from the 2015-16 financial year, 

and for part of the 2016-17 financial year. The 205-16 accounts included £1885 of stall bookings for 

the 2016 Spring Festival, so the real balance at 2015-16 year end was £11090. The Gift Aid claim for 

or 2016-17 had yet to be made – this would boost the end of year balance to around £10000.  
 

The Annual Report for 2016 & Accounts 2015 – 2016 were put to the meeting and ACCEPTED. 



 

 

 

 

5. Separation of Accounts and Banking 
 

Linda reported that the Committee had received advice on best practice in charity accounting and 

banking, and were recommending that the General Fund and Festival accounts should be separated 

and that an bank account for the General Fund be opened with the Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) 
bank. This was AGREED. 

 

It was also AGREED that the General Fund account would be the responsibility of the Treasurer, with 

the Festival account remaining the responsibility of Natalie as Festival Organiser  

 

6. Future Plans 

 

Juliette reported that the Brunswick Town in Bloom judging would take place during the week of 9th – 

16th July 
  

7. Election of Officers & Committee 

 

Melanie reported that Lynn Beun was standing down from the Committee and a vote of thanks to Lynn 

was proposed and unanimously AGREED. 
 

Melanie Davis was elected Chair.  

Anne Hyatt was elected Treasurer. 

Linda Austin was elected Secretary. 
Juliette Bdwll, Natalie Hall and Alison Dean were also elected to the Committee. 

 

8. Any Other Business 
 

A vote of thanks to the Committee was proposed and AGREED. 

 

The meeting closed at 6.45 pm 

 

 


